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Symbolism in “Where are you going, Where have you been”
The term symbolism from a literal sense refers to the use of symbols in signifying qualities and ideas by giving different symbolic meanings in ideas ad qualities representation.  All over the world, symbols are not only used in stories but also to help people develop deeper understandings. In a more profound understanding, symbolism is the idea that expresses or represents a character conventionally.  When it comes to physics, for example, the symbolism used in equations such as W=Fxd. Work done by the force is represented by W, the force on an object in motion is represented by F and d is a representation of the moving object distance while it's being acted upon by force.  Another example is a stop sign which represents the idea of trying to instruct people to stop. Additionally, in a football game, the referee might give a player a red card which symbolized that the player committed a fault hence being sent out of the game. This paper attempts to explain symbolism in the short story “Where are you going, Where have you been” which was written by the author Joyce Carol Oates through an analysis of objects which lead to a deeper of the characters resulting to intuitive understanding overall. 
Joyce Carol Oates's first symbolism in the short story occurs in the idea of the gold car. What cars resemble in the short story is a means of independence. When one has a car it means a connection between life at home and life in the outside world as it enhances movements conveniently. In particular, teens are enamoured of cars thereby making it possible for convenience when travelling. The owner controls where and when to entirely hence it is based upon his decisions. In the story, one of the characters, Arnold Friend has a gold car which to Connie is a ticket that makes the character go everywhere at any time of the day. For Connie, the gold car is like the golden coach fairy-tale princess and it comes out clear as if there is no other car she has seen in earlier times. Connie runs and sees the gold car to the window when for the first time Arnold Friend appears in her house. Connie is seen intrigued when she is offered her first ride in the gold car by Arnold. To Arnold, he is trying to impress her taking into consideration the car has a new paint job. Connie is impressed to the extent that she nearly goes with him. However, she then begins to notice the car has old markings with an inclusion of the phrases and numbers. It is at this point that Arnold comes to explain their meanings to her but then realizes that something might be wrong as things don’t add up. Connie notices the jokes and slogans painted with an inclusion of codes in the car which ring something on her mind. Towards the end of the story, Connie has no other option but to walk into Arnold’s arms. What follows is that he takes Connie to his car and then she sits next to him. It is after this moment that they drove off. What this symbolizes is that the ticket to Connie's romance and independence is the gold car. Furthermore, it takes her far away from the unknown. However, she is taken to a violent future where everything goes wrong in her fairy-tale dreams. 
The element of symbolism is also present when it comes to the idea of the screen door. In layman’s language, a door tends to act as a separation that acts between two areas. In a similar way, the character of Connie in the short literary story is seen to be two distinct and different sides. “One was for home and the other one was when she was anywhere not around her home.” (Oates, Elaine) It comes out clear when Connie is out, she is more of her and mature but is a child while at home. In the event that Connie is home, she has the art to hide her sexual self more and even shows some restraint. However, Connie’s mother disapproves this side of Connie and describes her as “she has been filled with worthless daydreams.” In the event that Connie goes out with her friends, her code of dressing, talking and walking styles is more of an attraction to men. She likes the way Friend dresses like a teenager and she is aroused by the suspicion. 
Additionally, the screen door is a symbolic representation of the barriers that exist between harm and safety. When Connie is outside she is not safe while inside she is secure, When Arnold Friend arrives, and Connie is seen remaining inside the house but very close to outside. She shows readiness to go and leave her youth in the house. Connie is seen being cautious and has no option but to retreat inside the house when she remains unsure as the conversation gets along. At this time she needs the barrier and senses there is a need for protection. Connie tries to lock the screen door in the event that she realizes evil intentions by Arnold. It is at this time that Arnold says,” It’s nothing, it’s just a screen door.”pg. 27 The door is no longer an effective barrier as it once separated between her young age and maturity. Additionally, there is no protection that her home is seen offering. 
Symbolism in Joyce Carol Oates's short story is also present with the idea of music which is the basis of Connie’s inspiration. When the story took place, rock and music was what the teens listened to. The parents’ generation of Connie’s felt that rock music was a threat. Therefore, it was condemned highly as it was supporting negative ideas on young people and was also overly sexual. 
Music is rebellion, freedom and joy for Connie. Connie is able to form behaviour opinions through movies, song lyrics and other mass entertainment forms. To Connie, music has convinced her the way love acts in present time. Connie is happy when she is at the drive-in restaurant. Her pleasure was continued by the idea that “everything was made so good by music. Connie is seen sighing deeply and happy being alive. “The joy might have been the music but had nothing to do with this place or with Eddie.” To Connie, she longs a life that is depicted through the songs she listens to.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the short story “Where are you going, where have you been? By Joyce Carol Oates was set at a time when the young generation was seen to detach itself from the traditions. Therefore, through symbolism, the author has enhanced and communicated her intentions overall leading to an understanding of the short story in a more critical manner though symbolism as a literary device.
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